
 

 
 

 

New Zealand Association of Clinical Research 

Annual General Meeting 

 

Thursday 18th August 2022, 11.30 am - 12.00 pm 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89358951044 

Meeting ID: 893 5895 1044 

 

AGM papers 

 

 

AGM Agenda 

1.   Welcome by the Association President 

2.  Approval of AGM Minutes from August 21, 2021 

3.   President's Report  

4.   Financial Report 

5.  Executive Committee Officers 

6.   Other business 

 

 

Executive Committee: 

  

Julie Jones   (President & Interim Treasurer) 

Julia Mathieson  (Treasurer – Aug 2021- May 2021) 

 Alex Semprini  (Secretary)  

 Meghan Mcilwain  (Privacy Officer) 

 Scott Bannan 

 Marina Dzhelali 

 Ruth Lucas 

 Charlie Stratton 

 Jess Fogarin 

http://www.nzacres.org.nz/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89358951044
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NZACRes Objectives 

The objective of NZACRes shall be to promote medical research in New 

Zealand to improve public health. In particular, NZACRes will  

• Foster clinical research in New Zealand;  

• Facilitate the exchange of information amongst members interested in 

clinical research; 

• Provide and foster education and training in clinical research;  

• Facilitate communication amongst New Zealand clinical researchers 

and with other national and international clinical research 

organisations; and 

• Carry out other activities consistent with these charitable purposes. 

 

 

 

 

AGM Supporting Documentation 

 

1. Welcome to the 18th August 2022, NZACRes AGM 

• AGM Chair - NZACRes President - Julie Jones 
 

2. Approval of previous AGM Minutes 

The last AGM was held at the time of the Wellington Regional meeting on the 13th August 2021. 

The Meeting was held at The Wellington Hospital. Minutes from 2021 are available on the 

NZACRes website, within the Members Resources tab, under Association Documents. 

https://www.nzacres.org.nz/member_resources/ 

• Approval of Minutes from 13th August 2021 AGM  

 

3. President’s Report 

• Julie Jones - President of NZACRes 

 
 
 

http://www.nzacres.org.nz/
https://www.nzacres.org.nz/member_resources/
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NZACRes President’s Report 

August 2021 – August 2022 

 
The activities of the Association are achieved largely by the executive committee who give their 

time, knowledge and skills voluntarily for the benefit of the New Zealand clinical research sector. 

An estimated 1200 voluntary hours are given to the effective running of the association.   

The association continues to go from strength to strength, holding a strong and recognisable 

position within the New Zealand clinical research sector. NZACRes has approximately 300 active 

members and a further 450 affiliates. The association and has been well supported by the New 

Zealand research industry and its leading organisations.  

The modernised website has enabled NZACRes to effectively manage the website content and 

deliver to the needs of the membership, as well as enabling members to manage their own data. 

NZACRes introduced the ‘Members Resources’ section, which contains resources that only active 

members have access to. NZACRes continues to provide unrestricted access to the clinical trial 

template agreements. 

Despite the need to postpone the conference for another year due to the ongoing COVID 

pandemic, the monthly webinars have been well received and commonly attract 60+ attendees.   

The current Executive Committee was elected at the AGM in 2021. The committee members 

participated in two half-day digital strategic planning meetings to determine the association’s 

objectives and activities for the coming year.  

K objectives identified during the strategic planning meetings and their delivery:  

1. Collaborations 

• ARCS - NZACRes formed a collaborative relationship with ARCS, with an MOU in place, 

and scheduled quarterly meetings.  

• Victoria University – NZACRes explored incorporating the Study Coordinators course 

into the Victoria University micro-credentials portfolio. The initiative could not be 

progressed, however NZACRes continues to pursue other partners for the delivery of 

courses.  

• Callaghan - NZACRes and Callaghan formed a collaboration for the generation of NZ 

clinical trial guidance via case studies and flow diagrams. NZACRes generated a Phase 1 

pharmaceutical trial case study and a medical device case study, and their associated 

process flow diagrams. NZACRes collaborated with Te Titoki Mataora and the National 

Institute for Health Innovation for the review of the Medical Device information.  

https://hta.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/clinical-validation 

• Te Titoki Mataora - NZACRes has established a relationship with Te Titoki Mataora and 

discussed potential collaborative opportunities.  

• MBIE - NZACRes has fostered a relationship with MBIE and discussed collaborative 

opportunities and support for the New Zealand clinical research sector.  

• HDEC – NZACRes has a well-established relationship with the HDEC and continues to 

actively support both the HDECs and the NZACRes membership.  

http://www.nzacres.org.nz/
https://hta.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/clinical-validation
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• Bellberry – NZACRes is collaborating with Bellberry to determine the feasibility of a 

private HDEC acting within NZ for commercial studies. Feasibility assessments are 

ongoing.  

• Teletrials Steering Committee – NZACRes is a member of the teletrials steering 

committee, is actively supporting the development of documents and will host the shared 

documents once generated.  

• Medicines NZ & The Cartwright Collective – NZACRes collaborated with Medicines NZ 

and the Cartwight Collective, as well as a large number of NZ clinical trial organisations for 

the inclusion of all clinical trial participants under ACC. 

2. ACC cover for all clinical trials 

NZACRes submitted to the Education and Workforce Committee regarding the Accident 

Compensation (Maternal Birth Injury and Other Matters) Amendment Bill. Written and oral 

submissions were provided requesting the repeal of the exclusion of commercial clinical 

trials in order to include all clinical trial participants under ACC.  

NZACRes, Medicines NZ and Jo Manning of the Cartwright collective, composed a letter in 

support of the repeal of the exclusion of commercial trial participants from cover. The letter 

was sent to the Minister of ACC, Hon Carmel Sepuloni; the Minister of Health, Hon Andrew 

Little; and Associate Minister, Hon Dr Ayesha Verrall. The letter was endorsed by an 

additional 12 clinical research organisations.  

The select committee and the Minister of ACC will not repeal the exclusion and therefore 

cover for all participants will not be provided via ACC. Next steps are being considered.  

 

3. Maori & Pacific Research Information 

The committee contracted two short research projects for the gathering of information on 

Maori and Pacific Research.  

A Pacific Research Presentation has been generated and shared within the Members 

Resources section of the NZACRes Website.  

The Maori Research Information is under review and will soon be available.  

NZACRes has sought out speakers who were able to provide information about Maori 

research and data sovereignty to the membership via webinar.  

 

4. Shared Resources, Guidance & Information 

NZACRes has released a number of guidelines, templates, presentation and other 

information within the ‘Members Resources’ section of the website.  

NZACRes requested guidance from the IRD regarding koha and other participant 

payments, and has released information on Participant Payment and tax implications within 

the ‘Members Resources’ section of the website.  

A modified HDEC PISCF template, an annotated TransCelerate interventional Protocol 

Template, and an SOP template have been shared implications within the ‘Members 

Resources’ section of the website.  

Presentations on ICH E8 (R1) and Pacific Research have been made available with plans 

for additional presentations on Maori Research and stakeholder engagement to follow.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.nzacres.org.nz/
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5. Webinars 

NZACRes continued to host monthly webinars in 2022, such as; eConsent, Digital Trials, 

Maori Data Sovereignty, and Study start-up. The webinar recordings have been made 

available within the ‘Members Resources’ section of the website.  

 

6. Membership Representation & Advocacy 

The Executive committee participate in a number of industry groups and advocate to 

government for the clinical research sector.  

NZACRes met with Minister Verrall in February 2022 to discuss clinical research.  

 

In addition to delivery of the strategic elements, NZACRes provides support to the local and 

international clinical research industry by responding to queries received via the website.  

NZACRes provides support to local organisations and research personnel who have queries and 

requests, as well as international organisations interested in placing studies within New Zealand. 

Among other things, NZACRes provides guidance and information regarding documentation and 

processes that are specific to New Zealand.  

I would like to thank and acknowledge Julia Mathieson who generously gave her time for the past 

3 years in roles such as secretary and treasurer and who has now resigned from the committee, 

but continues to provide accounting support.  

I would also like to acknowledge Emma Popllwell who contributed to the association as a 

committee mentee.  

I would also like to recognise the significant contribution made by Amanda Henderson, who was 

the associations administration assistant for 12 years, and who resigned from the role in February 

to pursue other work opportunities. Amanda work and support of the association has been greatly 

appreciated over the years.   

I would like to thank all of the committee members for their valuable contributions to NZACRes 

over the past year.  

There is never a shortage of opportunity to add value to the industry and we encourage all of our 

members to engage with the committee to discuss areas of need and to become involved in the 

association’s initiatives and activities.  

Once again, it has been a privilege to lead the Association over the past year.  

 

Julie Jones 

President 

August 2022 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nzacres.org.nz/
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4. Financial - Performance Report 

Profit & Loss 
New Zealand Association of Clinical Research 
Cash Basis 
For the 12 months ending 31st March 2022 

 

 

 

http://www.nzacres.org.nz/
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http://www.nzacres.org.nz/
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5. Executive Committee Changes 

Julie Jones will be resigning as President of NZACRes, effective from the AGM on the 18th August 
2022.  

In accordance with the NZACRes constitution (effective from Sep 2021), an executive committee 
member is nominated by the committee to be the President and is elected via a majority executive 
committee vote.  

Meghan Mcilwain was nominated and has been accepted unanimously by the committee as the 
new President, effective from the AGM.  

Julie Jones will continue on the committee to support Meghan for the foreseeable future and will 
act as the interim treasurer until a treasurer can be found.  

In accordance with the NZACRes constitution, when a position on the committee becomes 
available, the committee must perform a gap analysis and advertise the position and identified 
needs to the membership.  

A position for an executive committee member has been advertised. The committee is seeking a 
member from the South Island, preferably one willing to become treasurer.  

Ruth Lucas will take over the role of privacy officer from Meghan Mcilwain. 

 

6. Other Business 

• Floor open for discussion.  

 

http://www.nzacres.org.nz/

